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‘Once you learn to read you will be forever free’ 

Frederick Douglass 

Here at St. Michaels’s our aim is that our children develop a love of reading and that they will leave our school as confident readers.  

Our school community have a shared understanding that reading is an essential skill for everyone and that it is for enjoyment as 

well as learning.  Through exposing our children to a range of diverse and quality texts we are helping to equip them to go out and 

‘Shine as lights in the World’. We strive to create a reading culture where reading is prioritised and is at the heart of everything we 

do.  Reading underpins our entire curriculum and there are many opportunities within our school day for reading: 

• Reception and KS1 undertake a daily phonics lesson.  We use TWINKL Phonics, which is a DfE approved systematic, 

synthetic phonics scheme, research has shown that this is the most effective way to teach early reading.  There is a well-

stocked reading scheme of fully decodable books. 

• Guided reading: at the end of Reception and in KS1 and 2 the children have a daily guided reading lesson – this involves an 

adult led session at least once a week and other independent reading focussed activities. 

• In our English lessons we use a range of quality texts as a stimulus for writing and grammar. 

• Reading for pleasure is encouraged and timetabled. 

• Teachers read to their classes at least 3x per week 

• We have a range of diverse texts encouraging the ethos that although we are all different, we should all be treated equally. 

• There is a quiet book corner for those children who would like to spend some time reading during playtimes. 

• Each class has a well-stocked book area. 

• Book corner on the website. 

• 1:1 Reading with volunteers. 

• Peer reading. 

• Termly whole school reading and writing project focussed on one quality text that every child can enjoy. 

• We follow the HFL reading Progression Map which is in line with the National Curriculum. 
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Reception: 

• Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.  

• Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences.  

• Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them.  

• Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme.  

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few 

exception words.  

• Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment. 

By the end of reception children should reach the Early Learning Goals: 

 
Throughout the year key texts are shared which relate to the topics being taught as well as child-initiated stories and learning. 
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